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“He hunts the biggest of all game… public enemies who try to destroy our 
America!”

With these words, first broadcast over Detroit, Michigan’s 
radio station WXYZ on January 31, 1936, America was 
introduced to its newest masked crimefighter… the 
Green Hornet!

Created by Fran Striker, better known as the creator of the Lone Ranger, 
the Hornet was an overnight success. Although George W. Trendle is often 
considered the “creator” of the Hornet, recent research has made it clear 
that he was the money-man behind WXYZ, not a creative force. 

The concept of the show was a simple one: a masked vigilante, thought to 
be a criminal by law-enforcement officials, wages a one-man war against 
crime and corruption. With his Filipino valet, Kato, and his souped-up car, 
the Black Beauty, the Green Hornet was in reality crusading newspaper 
publisher Britt Reid, who fought criminals, racketeers, and all those who 
would oppose the law (An interesting aside – The Green Hornet and the 
Lone Ranger share more than their common “father,” Fran Striker: John 
“The Lone Ranger” Reid, is Britt “The Green Hornet” Reid’s great-uncle).

The popular radio show, which ran until 1952, initially featured the vocal 
talents of Al Hodge, who retained the role until 1943, and later went on to 
even greater fame as television’s Captain Video. Donovan Faust donned the 
verdant mask for the 1943 season, before handing the proverbial reins over 
to Robert Hall. Hall stayed with the series until 1946 when Jack McCarthy 
took over and became the last of the radio Hornets.1

In 1940, the Hornet took to the screen in a 13-chapter serial from Universal, 
The Green Hornet. Trendle had previously turned down an offer from 

1 A version of this chapter previously appeared in Comics Buyer’s Guide #1616, May 2006.

C H A P T E R  F O U R

THE GREEN HORNET—
HERO OR VILLAIN? 1

(opposite page)
Detail from The Green Hornet  

Strikes Again (Universal, 1941)  
Color Stock One Sheet (27” X 41”) 

Green Hornet Comics #1  
(Harvey, 1940)

Four Color #496  
The Green Hornet (Dell, 1953) 



Born in Alden, Iowa, Gordon 
Jones (April 5, 1911 – June 23, 
1963) began his film career with 
an uncredited role as a trick rider 
in 1931’s Cimarron. It took a few 
years to get his new career on 
track, but by 1936, the actor was 
working steadily. In fact, by the 
time he accepted the title role in The Green Hornet, Jones 
had more than 30 films under his belt. The Universal serial 
is still probably his best-known role, although he can also 
be seen in such pictures as Flying Tigers (1942), The Secret 
Life of Walter Mitty (1947), Trail of Robin Hood (1950), and 
Island in the Sky (1953). A prolific TV actor as well, Jones is 
fondly remembered for his portrayal of Mike the Cop on 
The Abbott and Costello Show. 

SERIALS:
• The Green Hornet, Universal, 1940

Keye Luke (June 18, 1904 – 
January 12, 1991) was the quint-
essential Asian character actor, 
appearing in everything from 
a succession of Charlie Chan 
films as the unfortunately named 
“Number One Son,” to the TV se-
ries Kung Fu where he played the 
blind Master Po, to Gremlins in which he was seen as Mr. 
Wing. Born in Guangzhou (Canton), China, Luke’s family 
soon moved to Seattle, Washington. He got his foot in the 
door of the film industry while working as a commercial 
artist and a designer of movie posters. Small roles followed, 
including parts in The Painted Veil (1934), Mad Love (1935), 
and The Good Earth (1937). Get a good look at Luke, and it 
becomes clear that he played nearly every Asian character 
role Hollywood had to offer in the 1930s, 40s, and 50s. In 
addition to his on-screen appearances, Luke had a prolific 
voice-over career. He can be heard in the dubbed version of 
Gigantis, the Fire Monster (1955), the second Godzilla film, 
as well as in the 1966 cartoon series Space Ghost as the voice 
of Brak. All in all, his resumé includes over 200 film and TV 
appearances, from 1934 until 1990.

SERIALS:
• The Green Hornet, Universal, 1940
• The Green Hornet Strikes Again, Universal, 1941
• Adventures of Smilin’ Jack, Universal, 1943
• Secret Agent X-9, Universal, 1945
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Republic to film the Hornet, citing his dissat-
isfaction with the way that studio had handled 
the Lone Ranger.

Gordon Jones was cast as Britt Reid and his 
crime-fighting alter-ego (although legend has 
it that Al Hodge was recruited to dub Jones’s 
lines as the Hornet), with Keye Luke as Reid’s 
faithful valet, Kato. 

The serial itself was a tightly-plotted affair, with 
each chapter serving as an almost stand-alone 
story, each one ending with the traditional 
cliffhanger, of course. In the opinion of many 
serial aficionados, The Green Hornet (1940) 
stands today as one of the finest examples of 
the genre.

The Green Hornet (Universal, 1940)  
Color Stock One Sheet (27” X 41”)

The Green Hornet (Universal, 1940) Stock Title Card (11” X 14”)

The Green Hornet (Universal, 1940) Title Lobby Card (11” X 14”)
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The Green Hornet Strikes Again (Universal, 1941) 
Color Stock One Sheet (27” X 41”)

Always quick to capitalize on their success, Universal wasted no 
time in releasing The Green Hornet Strikes Again in 1941. Keye 
Luke returned as Kato, but Warren Hull portrayed Britt Reid and 
his alter ego in this 15-part chapter play.

Compared with the original, The Green Hornet Strikes Again 
(1941) is more of the same. However, judged on its own merits, 
it’s a real gem. Fast-paced and tightly scripted, Strikes Again also 
has the Hornet battling individual rackets one per chapter, with 
the big wrap-up at the end. With a case more or less concluded in 
each chapter, it leaves a feeling of satisfaction at the end of each 
episode that is rarely found in serials.

The Green Hornet continued to be a staple of comic books and 
radio long after the serials came and went. 1966 saw a TV show, 
produced in the wake of Batmania, sweep the nation. Starring 
Van Williams as the Hornet and Bruce Lee as Kato, the show re-
mains a cult favorite to this day, especially among martial arts 
devotees.

From time to time, there’s talk of a Green Hornet feature film, but 
only time will truly tell if the Black Beauty will tear up the silver 
screen once more, and if the Hornet will bring his war on evildo-
ers to a new generation.

The Green Hornet Strikes Again  
(Universal, 1941)  

Stock Title Card (11” X 14”)

John Warren Hull (January 
17, 1903 – September 14, 1974), who 
claimed to be the 23rd great-grand-
son of both King Henry II of England 
and Robert de Vere, Ninth Earl of 
Oxford and Duke of Ireland in the 
fourteenth century, was born to John 
Clarence and Laura Shafer Hull in 
Gasport, New York. He enrolled in 
New York University, but soon left to 
pursue a career as a light opera and 
operetta singer. Attracted to the rela-
tively new medium of sound films, 
Hull was signed by Warner Brothers 
in 1935 and began a movie career. He 
had a memorable role in The Walking 
Dead (1936), and starred in the 1938 
serial, The Spider’s Web. Title roles in 
Mandrake the Magician (1939), The 
Green Hornet Strikes Again (1941), and 
The Spider Returns (1941) followed in 
short order, but by 1941, work became 
scarce for Hull. He had a solid career in 
radio announcing, to which he turned 
with more and more frequency, and he 
made a successful transition to televi-
sion in the 1950s, hosting such shows as 
Strike it Rich, You are an Artist, Public 
Prosecutor, and Who in the World?

SERIALS:
• The Spider’s Web, Columbia, 1938
• �Mandrake the Magician, Columbia, 

1939
• �The Green Hornet Strikes Again, 

Universal, 1941
• The Spider Returns, Columbia, 1941
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say eye-gouging) combination of green and mauve, are strikingly different 
than most other serial posters. It was the custom of Universal to produce 
markedly different artwork for each of their chapter sheets, while Columbia 
and Republic, two other leading producers of serials, created a standard 
poster for all chapters, augmented by an inset single-color photo showcas-
ing a scene with one or more characters featured in that particular episode. 
Universal’s serial one sheets, including those for both Hornet films, were 
issued without inset photos. These posters were all artwork.

Lobby cards, usually produced in a series of eight per chapter, were almost 
always duotone. Republic typically produced their Chapter One sets in full 
color, however, and Universal and Columbia produced standard title cards 
with seven accompanying scene cards that showed highlights from the 
particular chapter. Serial lobby cards are becoming more and more desir-
able among collectors, especially those showing the hero of the film.

C O L L E C T I N G  G R E E N  H O R N E T  
S E R I A L  PA P E R

Paper on the two Green Hornet serials has always been hard to find. 
Several styles of posters are known to have been produced, including 
the full-color (and exceptionally rare) stock sheet, the more common, 
yet still highly desirable, duotone chapter one sheets, and numerous 
lobby cards, as a full duotone set was produced for each chapter. Three 
and six sheets were also produced, according to the pressbooks, but 
none of these larger posters are known to have survived.

Universal produced full-color stock sheets for theater owners who 
might not purchase individual chapter sheets. They could buy this 
generic poster and display it in their lobby for the run of the series. 
Although some consider these to be advance posters – and they are 
referred to as such in the pressbooks – the theory that they were true 
advance posters as we understand the term today (posters released 
in advance of the movie to generate interest) has been discounted by 
most poster experts. 

As these serials, as well as their supporting marketing materials, were 
produced on a shoestring budget, these full-color sheets, which were 
undoubtedly more expensive to print, were inevitably produced in 
much smaller numbers than their chapter-specific counterparts, which 
accounts for their incredible scarcity today. For Green Hornet collec-
tors, a full-color stock sheet from either serial is a nearly unattainable, 
“Holy Grail” piece. These exceptional and elusive pieces are almost 
never offered for sale, and bring strong prices on the rare occasion that 
they are.

To put this into a little finer perspective, an A-list feature in 1940 
might print as many as 4,000-6,000 one sheets. By comparison, a serial 
released at the same time might release 3,000-4,000 full-color stock 
sheets and a similar number of one sheets for each chapter. Therefore, 
while there were potentially as many as 50,000 Green Hornet chapter 
sheets produced during a 13-episode run, there were far fewer stock 
sheets, and many of these were no doubt used and subsequently de-
stroyed. Of the Green Hornet full-color stock sheets, there are prob-
ably fewer than half-a-dozen that have survived. The chapter sheets 
are equally elusive, with probably no more than eight or ten extant 
examples of any given style.

The duotone chapter sheets for The Green Hornet (1940) and The Green 
Hornet Strikes Again (1941), printed in an eye-catching (some might 

The Green Hornet (Universal, 1940)  
Lobby Cards (11” X 14”)

The Green Hornet (Universal, 1940)  
Pressbook



64 65

The Green Hornet Strikes Again (Universal, 1941)  
One Sheets (27” X 41”)

The Green Hornet Strikes Again  
(Universal, 1941) One Sheet (27” X 41”)

The Green Hornet (Universal, 1940)  
One Sheet (27” X 41”) 

The Green Hornet (Universal, 1940)  
One Sheet (27” X 41”) 

The Green Hornet Strikes Again (Universal, 1941)  
Pressbook

The Green Hornet Strikes Again  
(Universal, 1941)  

Title Lobby Card (11” X 14”)
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Liberty Films 242
Liebowitz, Jack 32
Life and Times of Judge 
Roy Bean, The

289

Lightning Raider, The 17
Lincoln, Elmo 130, 133, 

136, 138, 
140, 260

Lininger, Hope 247
Linkenhelt, Otto Elmo see Lincoln, 

Elmo
Lion Man, The 257, 273

Don Daredevil Rides Again 175i, 175, 
176i, 176, 
209, 250, 289

Don Q, Son of Zorro 168
Doorway to Hell, The 82
Doyle, Sir Arthur Conan 14
Dozier, William 282
Dr. Mabuse, der Spieler 18i
Dr. Occult 32
Dracula 68, 200, 246
Dream of the Rarebit Fiend 219i, 219
Dream Street 136
Drums Along the Mohawk 51, 101
Drums of Fu Manchu 289
Duncan, John 48
Duncan, Keene 203
Eason, B. Reeves “Breezy” 242, 264
Edison, Thomas 14
Eisner, Will 211
Ellsworth, Whitney 271
English, John 82, 109, 111, 

171, 193, 
205, 288

Evans, George 222
Everson, Miler McLeod see King, 

John
Every Woman’s Problem 136
Exploits of Elaine, The 17
Fairbanks, Douglas Sr. 168, 288
Falk, Lee 97, 98, 

99, 224
Famous Funnies 220
Famous Studios see Fleischer 

Studios
Fantomas 17
Fantômas 199
Fantômas -A l’ombre 
de la guillotine

214

Fantômas (serial) 199-200, 214
Fast and Loose 37
Fatal Ring, The 15i, 17
Fawcett Publications 117, 123, 

155, 207, 252
Fawcett, Roscoe K. 117
FBO Studios 138
Federal Agents vs. 
Underworld Inc.

37, 157, 209, 
250, 285, 289

Federal Operator 99 209
Feggo, John Jr. see Alyn, Kirk
Fenton, Patricia 268
Ferris, Evelyn 133
Feuillade, Louis 17, 199
Field, Elinor 259
Fields, W.C. 82
Fiesta 168
Fighting Devil Dogs, The 146, 155, 

190, 209, 
285, 290i

Finger, Bill 45, 47
First Yank in Tokyo 267
Fitzmaurice, Michael 212
Flame Fighter, The 24, 26i, 
Flaming Frontiers 209, 250
Flash Gordon (comic strip) 67, 222, 231

Daily Planet 32
Dancing Lady 239
Danger Flight 220i, 220
Dangers of the Canadian 
Mounties

209, 289

Daniels, Victor 193
Dante’s Inferno 242
Darcy, Sheila 227
Daredevil Jack 22
Daredevils of the Clouds 195
Daredevils of the Red Circle 146, 250, 

285, 287i, 
288i, 288, 
289, 290

Daredevils of the West 175, 209, 269
Darkest Africa 22, 157, 242, 

264, 266, 
267i, 275i, 
275, 278i

Darnell, Linda 172
Darro, Frankie 239
Daughter of Don Q, The 37, 209
Davenport, Dorothy 136
Davidson, Ron 204
DC Comics 123, 271
De Winton, Albert 261
Deadwood Dick 250
Dearholt, Lee Ashton 144
Death Valley 51
Deer Hunter, The 73
Defreest, Babe 175
Dell, Claudia 264
Dempsey, Jack 22
Derr, Richard 185
Desert Hawk, The 101
Desperadoes of the West 209, 285
Desperate Cargo 111
Destination Saturn 92
Destry 160
Destry Rides Again 264n
Detective Comics 45i
Detective Story Hour 179, 181
Detective Story Magazine 179, 180
Diamonds are Forever 209
Dick Tracy (1945 feature) 111
Dick Tracy (1990) 111
Dick Tracy (comic strip) 105-106, 222
Dick Tracy (serial) 106, 107i, 

108i, 113i, 
113, 246, 250

Dick Tracy Meets Gruesome 111
Dick Tracy Returns 109i, 109, 

110i, 113, 
114i, 209, 
288, 289

Dick Tracy vs. Crime Inc. 111, 112i, 
113, 155, 289

Dick Tracy vs. Cueball 111
Dick Tracy vs. Phantom Empire 113, 114i
Dick Tracy’s Dilemma 111
Dick Tracy’s G-Men 109, 111i, 

111, 113, 
115i, 157, 
209

Dickens, Charles 13, 14
Dille, John F. 89
Dillinger 205
Dodge City 184

Charteris, Leslie 222
Cheetah 141
Chesebro, George 257
Chick Carter, Detective 231
Chief Thundercloud see Daniels, 

Victor
Chinatown Squad 111
Cianelli, Eduardo (Edward) 203, 204
Cimarron 59
Circus Show-Up, The 180
Clancy of the Mounted 10, 101
Clarke, Mae 157
Claw Monsters, The 272n
Clifton, Elmer 82
Clive, Colin 195
Clones, The 146
Clooney, George 45
Coates, Phyllis 272
Coffin, Tristram 155, 157, 268
Coghlan, Frank Jr. 123
Collier, Lois 249
Collyer, Clayton “Bud” 32
Columbia Pictures Corporation 6, 9, 35, 40, 

47, 51, 53, 71, 
99, 101, 102, 
182, 200, 
201, 203, 
207, 214, 
224, 227, 
228, 235, 
237, 252, 
266, 270, 
271, 272, 275

Come and Get It 51
Comeback Trail, The 71
Comic Book Marketplace 98, 119n, 

120, 120n
Commando Cody 155, 160
Commando Cody: Sky Marshall 
of the Universe (serial)

161, 163i, 
165, 252

Company 160
Congo Bill 271, 272i, 

275, 279i
Conran, Kerry 282
Consolidated Film Laboratories 239, 242
Conway, Morgan 111
Coogan, Richard 252
Cooper, Gary 139
Corrigan, Ray “Crash” 160, 242, 

254, 289
Courtney, William 245
Cowboy Star, The 203
Crabbe, Cullen 71
Crabbe, Larry “Buster” 6, 71, 74, 91, 

143, 148, 
224, 235, 271

Craven, James 249
Crawling Hand, The 157
Crimson Ghost, The 172, 209, 

290i
Croft, Douglas 47
Crowley, Matt 91
Crowley, Matt 106
Crystal Pictures 95
Cunard, Grace 21
Curse of Capistrano, The 167
Curtis, Ken 175
Custer, Bob 261

Flash Gordon (serial) 68, 69i, 70i, 
71, 73i, 73, 
76i, 76, 109, 
139, 143, 
209, 242, 
250, 264, 
268, 282, 289

Flash Gordon and the 
Ice World of Mongo

73-74

Flash Gordon and the 
Witch Queen of Mongo

73

Flash Gordon Conquers 
the Universe

71, 73, 75i, 
76, 78i, 79i, 
91, 190, 250

Flash Gordon’s Trip to Mars 71, 72i, 73i, 
76, 77i, 78i, 
91, 205

Fleischer Studios 33, 40
Flying Disc Man from Mars 209, 248i, 

249, 254i, 
254, 289

Flying G-Men 209
Flying Tigers 59, 168, 267
For Whom the Bell Tolls 205
Forbidden Planet 160
Ford, Francis 21
Foreign Correspondent 228
Forrest, Hal 220
Fountainhead, The 157
Four Horsemen of the 
Apocalypse, The

136

Four Jills and a Jeep 286
Fox Studios 286
Foy, Fred 189
Frank, Carl 91
Frankenstein (1910) 15
Frankenstein (1931) 68, 71, 139, 

157, 195, 
245, 260, 
263, 273

Franklin, Chester M. 130
Frazetta, Frank 272
Frobe, Gert 203
Fuller, Mary 14, 15, 267
Further Interplanetary 
Adventures of Flash Gordon, The

68

G Men 222
G-Man vs. the Black Dragon 209, 285, 

289, 291i
G-Men Never Forget 209, 250
G.I. Jane 268
Galloping Ghost, The 6, 22, 22i, 238
Gang Busters 289
Garden of the Moon 82
Gardner, Grant 81, 82
Garner, James 261
Gasnier, Louis 17
Gaumont Studios 199
Gaye, Gregory 249
Gerard, Gil 95
Gernsback, Hugo 89, 237
Gertie the Dinosaur 219
Getchell, Sumner 231
Ghost of Zorro, The 172, 175i, 

176i, 176, 
209, 250

Gibson, Helen (Rose) 21
Gibson, Hoot 6
Gibson, Walter 22n, 179, 180
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Pipe Dreams 160
Pirates of the High Seas 71
Plan Nine from Outer Space 247, 263
Planet Outlaws 92
Plastino, Al 32
Plunder 16i, 17
Pollar, Gene 133, 134
Porter, Edwin S. 14, 219
Poseidon Adventure, The 209
Postcards from the Edge 160
Powell, Lee 190, 193
Power, Tyrone 172
Powers Film Co. 17
Powers Girl, The 269
Pretty, Arline 21
Price, Stanley 249
Principal Pictures 246
Private Life of Don Juan, The 168
Producers, The 73
Public Defender, The 171
Public Enemy, The 123, 222
Public Prosecutor 60
Purcell, Dick 82
Purple Monster Strikes, The 160, 172, 

209, 244, 
250i, 250, 
254

Purvis, Melvin 109
Pyun, Albert 85
Quartermass Experiment, The 47
Queen of Sheba, The 195
Queen of the Jungle 259, 275i, 

275, 278i
Quigley, Charles 285
Quillan, Eddie 269
R.U.R. 22n
Racket Squad 171
Radar Men from the Moon 160i, 160, 

165i, 165, 
209, 231, 250

Radar Patrol vs. Sky King 37, 157, 
209, 289

Radar Secret Service 111
Radio Patrol 209
Radio Ranch 239
Raiders of the Lost Ark 282i, 282, 

283i
Randall, Robert Edgar see 

Livingston, 
Robert (Bob)

Range Busters 221, 242, 289
Rathbone, Basil 172, 247
Raven, The 246
Ravenscroft, Howard Clifford see Barcroft, 

Roy
Ray, Allene 203
Rayart Pictures 260
Raymond, Alex 67, 74, 

222, 271
RCA 138
Readick, Frank Jr. 181
Red Barry (comic strip) 222, 224
Red Barry (serial) 71, 82, 209, 

224i, 224
Red Circle, The 21i
Red Poppy, The 245
Red Rider, The 209

Red Shadow, The 180, 187i
Reed, Walter 249
Reefer Madness 207
Reeves, George 272
Reid, Britt 57, 60
Reign of the Superman, The 31, 32i
Republic Pictures Corporation 6, 9, 82, 85, 

86, 109, 113, 
119, 123, 
124, 148, 
155, 157, 
160, 165, 
168, 172, 
175, 176, 
193, 196, 
203, 205, 
209, 214, 
239, 242, 
244, 246, 
249, 254, 
260, 264, 
267, 268, 
269, 272, 
275, 286

Return of Captain Marvel, The 123i, 123, 
124

Return of Chandu, The 200i, 200, 
214i, 214, 
215i, 216i, 
246, 247

Return of Daniel Boone, The 190
Return of Tarzan, The 132i, 133n
Return of Tarzan, The (novel) 127-128, 136
Revenge of Tarzan, The 133i, 133, 

134, 147
Rex, the Wild Stallion 261
Richards, Keith 6
Richmond, Kane 6, 185, 205, 

228, 233, 
263, 264, 270

Rickenbacker, Eddie 221
Ride in a Pink Car 168
Riders in the Sky 195
Riders of Death Valley 250
Ridste, Francis Lillian Mary see Landis, 

Carol
Rin Tin Tin Jr. 261
Rise and Fall of Legs 
Diamond, The

51

Ritt, William 233
RKO Radio Pictures 138, 237
Roberts, Beatrice 73
Robin Hood (1922) 168, 289
Robin, the Boy Wonder 32
Robot Monster 261, 270
Rocketeer, The 155i, 155
Rocketman 155-165
Rocketship X-M 162
Rockford Files, The 261
Rocky Horror Picture Show, The 264
Rodenberry, Gene 92, 233
Rogers, Buck 71, 89-95
Rogers, Ginger 211
Rogers, Jean 68
Rogers, Roy 264
Rogers, Steve 81
Rogers, Will 241
Roland, Ruth 21, 267
Roman, Ruth 269
Romance of Elain, The 17

Romance of Tarzan, The 133
Ronson, Adele 91
Rooftop Frolics 37
Rooney, Mickey 262
Ross, Betsy King 239
Roundhay Garden Scene 14n
S.O.S. Coast Guard 111, 246, 

247, 250
Sack Attractions 151
Safety Last! 289
Sahara 146
Sailor’s Luck 185
Salinger, Matt 85
Salome (1953) 157
Scarface 209
Scarlet Pimpernel, The 167
Scarlet Street 21
Schramm, Karla 133
Schultz, Louise see Stirling, 

Linda
Scott, Randolph 264
Scotty of the Scouts 29i
Sea Hound, The 71
Sea Hunt 223
Sea Raiders 171
Sealed Lips 180, 181i
Searle, Kamuela C. 134-135
Secret Agent X-9 (1937 serial) 222, 235
Secret Agent X-9 (1945 serial) 59, 223i, 223, 

234i, 235
Secret Agent X-9 (comic strip) 222
Secret Files of Captain 
Video, The (TV)

252

Secret Kingdom, The 21
Secret Life of Walter Mitty, The 59, 264n
Secret of Treasure Island, The 207
Secret Service in Darkest Africa 85, 209
Seduction of the Innocent 123
Selig Polyscope Studios 257
Selig Productions 259
Selig, William 259
Serico Producing Company 21
Shadow Detective Stories 180, 181i, 

181, 186i, 
187i

Shadow Magazine, The 45n
Shadow of Chinatown 146, 246i, 

246, 247
Shadow of the Eagle, The 238
Shadow Returns, The 185, 186i
Shadow Strikes, The 182i, 182
Shadow, The 22n, 179-187
Shadow, The (1994) 185, 187i
Shadow, The (pulp) 179, 180i, 

180
Shadow, The (radio) 179, 181
Shadow, The (serial) 182, 183i, 

184i, 186, 
270

Shannon, Frank 71
Sharpe, David Hardin 120, 267, 

285, 288, 289
Shazam! (comic) 123
Sheik, The 136
Short, Dorothy 207
Shumway, G. Walter 143

Shunn, Iris Marie see Meredith, 
Iris

Shuster, Joe 31, 32
Sidney, Scott 130, 131
Siegel, Jerry 31, 32
Silent Command, The 245, 255i
Silent Flyer, The 237
Silver Stallion 289
Silverheels, Jay 195
Simon, Joe 82
Sinbad the Sailor 264n
Skelton, Red 207
Skeoch, Tom see Steel, Tom
Sky Captain and the 
World of Tomorrow

204n, 
282-283

Sky Patrol 220
Sky Raiders 171, 205, 250
Slam Bradley 32
Smilin’ Jack (comic strip) 227
Smith, R.T.M 200
Sol Lesser Productions 214
Son of Frankenstein 246
Son of Tarzan, The 133, 134i, 

134, 135i, 
135, 148

Son of the Guardsman 231
Son of Zorro, The 172, 174i, 

176, 209, 250
Sondergaard, Gale 172
Sorel, George 270
Soul of Bronze, The 23
Souvestre, Pierre 17, 199
Space Ghost 59
Spartacus 209
Spider Returns, The 60, 200i, 

202i, 203, 
207, 214, 227

Spider, The 200-201, 201i
Spider’s Web, The 60, 184, 200, 

201i, 201, 
203, 214, 224

Spiders (Die Spinnen) 18
Spirit, The 211
Spy Smasher 205
Spy Smasher (serial) 8, 157, 

205, 206i, 
207i, 207, 
209, 214, 
216i, 217i, 
233, 289

Stage Struck 205
Stagecoach 101
Stamp Day for Superman 157
Standing, Gordon 260
Star is Born, A 286
Star Trek 92, 209, 

233, 261
Star Wars 68, 92, 161, 

238, 252, 
281, 283i

Star Wars: Episode III - The 
Revenge of the Sith

162

Starret, Charles 203
State of the Union 242n
Steele, Bob 138
Steele, Tom 208
Stehli, Edgar 91
Steinus, George 189

Moore, Constance 91
Moore, Dennis 244
Moore, Don 67, 222
Moore, Ray 97
Moorehead, Agnes 181
Moran, Jackie 91, 92
More Fun Comics 271
Morrison, Bret 182
Mosley, Zack 227
Moth and the Flame 24i
Mother Riley Meets the Vampire 247
Mummy, The 71
Mummy’s Ghost, The 51
Mummy’s Hand, The 101, 204
Muni, Paul 245
Murder at the Vanities 246
Murder in the Private Car 242
Murders in the Rue Morgue 245
Murieta, Joaquin 167
Murnau, F.W. 245
Murphy, Maurice 220
Murray, Will 98, 119n, 

120n
Musidora 17
My Favorite Brunette 139
My Sister Eileen 37
Mylong, John 270
Mysterious Airman, The 29i
Mysterious Doctor Satan 157, 161, 

203-205, 
205i, 209, 
214i, 214, 
289

Mysterious Mr. M, The 289
Mystery Mountain 238i, 238, 

241, 285
Mystery of the Riverboat, The 51
Mystery Plane 220
Nabonga 242
Naish, J. Carroll 47
Naked Alibi 47
National Film Corporation 131, 148
National Film Registry 73
Navarre, René 17, 199
Neal, Tom 267-268
Neill, Noel 6, 35, 38
Nelson, Jack C. 143
New Adventures of Batman 
and Robin, The

38, 47, 48, 
50i, 51i, 51, 
53i, 53, 55i

New Adventures of Tarzan, The 144, 145i, 
146, 147i, 
151, 152i, 
153i

New Exploits of Elaine, The 17
New Story Magazine 128
Newman, Alfred 172
Nibley, Sloan 172
Niblo, Fred 168
Nilsson, Anna Q. 21
Nimoy, Leonard 161
Ninotchka 247
Norris, Edward 269
Now, Voyager 171
Nowlan, Philip Francis 89
Numa Pictures 133, 134, 136

Manhunt of Mystery Island 172, 209, 250

Mark of Zorro, The (1920)
167i, 168

Mark of Zorro, The (1940) 51, 172
Markey, Enid 130
Markowski, Vincent see Tyler, Tom
Martan, Manilla 134
Martin, E.A. 259
Marvel Comics 81
Marvin, Lee 250
Mascot Pictures 237-238, 239, 

241, 254, 
260, 261, 266

Masked Emotions 289
Masked Marvel,  The 208
Masked Marvel, The (serial) 208, 209, 

210i, 211i, 
211, 214, 250

Masked Rider, The 199i, 199
Masked Rider, The (serial) 199, 214
Master Mystery, The 22i, 24
Mature, Victor 286
Mayer, Louis B. 71
Maynard, Ken 238, 241
McCarthy, Jack 57
McCay, Winsor 219
McCrea, Joel 71
McCulley, Johnston 167
McGuire, Don 271
McGuire, Mickey see Rooney, 

Mickey
McKim, Josephine 144
McLaglen, Arthur 261
McLeod, Elsie 21
Meighan, James 68
Méliès, George 14
Meredith, Iris 203
Meredith, Randolph 172
Merrill, Frank 136, 139-140, 

141, 260
Merton, John 231
Messick, Dale 228
Metcalfe, Thomas 127
Metropolis 18, 237
MGM 141
Middleton, Charles 68, 73, 74, 

109, 268, 288
Midnight Sun, The 71
Midsummer Night’s Dream, A 184
Mildred Pierce 146
Military Comics 211
Miller, Walter 203, 261
Minority Report 160
Miracle Rider, The 6, 238
Miracles of the Jungle 259, 273
Missing Lady, The 185, 186i
Mix, Tom 6, 238
Modern Comics 211
Monogram Pictures 185, 239, 242
Monster and the Ape, The 51, 242
Montana, Duke 71
Monte Carlo 168
Monte Walsh 250
Moonlight and Cactus 136
Moore, Clayton 6, 172, 175, 

195, 268, 272

Little Caesar 222
Little Nemo in Slumberland 219
Livingston, Robert (Bob) 168, 193, 195
Lloyd, Harold 289
Lone Ranger, The 10, 57, 189-

197, 268, 281
Lone Ranger, The (serial) 146, 190i, 

190, 191i, 
192i, 195, 
196i, 197i

Lone Ranger Rides Again, The 85, 193, 
194i, 195i, 
195, 197i, 
264n, 289

Lone Ranger Rides On, The 190
Long, Jimmy 241
Lorraine, Louise 136, 259, 273
Lost City of the Jungle, The 270, 272i, 

275
Lost City, The (1920) 257i, 257, 

258i, 259, 
273

Lost City, The (1935) 92, 205, 
233, 263-
264, 264i, 
265, 266, 
267i, 273, 
278i, 279i

Lost Express, The 27i
Lost Jungle, The 22, 261-262, 

263i, 264, 
273, 278i

Lost Planet, The 162, 252, 
255i, 255

Lost World,  The 237
Love Bug, The 209
Love Story Drama 181
Love, Montagu 172
Lovecraft, Howard Phillips 22n
Lowe, Edmund 200
Lowery, Robert 45, 46, 48, 51
Lucas, George 68, 92, 

161, 252
Lugosi, Bela 200, 244, 

245-247
Luke, Keye 59, 60
Lumiere Brothers 14
Luthor, Lex 38
Lydecker, Howard 120, 157, 264
Lydecker, Theodore 157
M 18
M*A*S*H 73
Mackenna’s Gold 185
MacMurray, Fred 117
Mad Love 59
Mad Scientist, The 33
Madonna 111
Maltese Falcon, The 222
Mamoulian, Rouben 172
Man from Beyond, The 23
Man of La Mancha 160
Man Who Won, The 238
Man with the Steel Whip 209, 250
Man-Woman-Marriage 195
Mandrake the Magician 97, 200, 

224, 225i
Mandrake the Magician (serial) 60, 224, 

227, 235
Manhunt 185

Nyoka and the Lost 
Secrets of Hippocrates

269

Nyoka and the Tigerman 269
O’Brien, Dave 207
O’Connor, Kathleen 257
O’Sullivan, Maureen 141, 144
Ogle, Charles 15
Olt, Arisztid see Lugosi, 

Bela
Once Upon a Horse 195
One Million B.C. 286
Orczy, Baroness 167
Oregon Trail, The 250
Outlaw of Torn, The 127
Outlaws of the Prairie 203
Overland Mail 209
Overland with Kit Carson 203, 285
Pacino, Al 111
Page, Norvell W. 200
Painted Stallion, The 242
Painted Veil, The 59
Pajama Game, The 160
Pallette, Eugene 172
Palmer, Lilli 286
Panther Girl of the Kongo 209, 233, 

272, 273i, 
275, 279i

Panzer, Paul 17
Papillom 185
Papp, George 271
Paramount Pictures Corp. 40, 71, 99
Parker, Bill 117, 205
Parsons, William 130, 131, 132
Pathé 21, 203
Payton, Barbara 268
Pearl of the Army 17
Perils of Nyoka 157, 209, 

268-269, 
270i, 275, 
279i, 289

Perils of Pauline, The 15, 17, 24
Perils of the Jungle 140, 260, 273
Perils of the Wild 27i, 261i
Perrin, Jack 257
Phantom Creeps. The 244i, 244, 

246, 247i, 
247, 250, 254

Phantom Empire, The 13, 238i, 
238-239, 
239i, 240i, 
241i, 241, 
242, 244, 
254, 255i, 
264, 282

Phantom of the Air, The 101
Phantom of the Opera, The 245
Phantom of the West, The 8, 101, 237
Phantom Police, The 24, 28i
Phantom Rider, The 250, 285
Phantom, The 97-103, 261
Phantom, The (serial) 99i, 99, 100i, 

101i, 101, 
102, 103i, 
120, 252

Pichel, Irving 111
Pickwick Papers, The 13
Pierce, Jim 138-139, 

143, 148
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Tate, Sharon 286n
Terhune, Albert Payson 128
Terror Island 23
Terry and the Pirates 
(comic strip)

227

Terry and the Pirates (serial) 226i, 227, 
235

Terry, Ethelind 82
Thief of Baghdad, The 168, 289
Things to Come 237
Thomson, Barry 106
Three Little Pigs (Disney) 264n
Three Mesquiteers, The 195, 242
Thun’da (comic book) 272
Thurston, Helen 267
Tiger Band, The 24i
Tiger Woman, The 172, 209, 

269, 271i, 
275, 279i

Tiger’s Shadow, The 27i
Tim Tyler’s Luck 209
Timely Comics 81, 85
To Be or Not to Be 73
Todd, John 189
Tone, Franchot 268
Towering Inferno, The 160
Tracy, Dick 105-115
Tracy, William 227
Trader Tom of the China Seas 11, 209, 

233i, 233
Trail of Robin Hood 59
Trail of the Octopus, The 19i, 20i, 24
Trapped 180, 181, 

186i
Treasure of the Sierra Madre 146
Trendle, George W. 57, 189, 193
Trent, John 220
Trollope, Anthony 13
Tubby the Tuba 185
Tucker, Phil 264, 270
Turner, George 172
Tuska, George 91
Tyler, Tom 6, 99, 120, 

157, 237, 260
Under the Moons of Mars 127
Under Two Flags 190
Undersea Kingdom 13, 160, 

209, 242, 
243i, 244, 
254i, 254

Undertaker and His Pals, The 51
Union Pacific 260
Universal Pictures 9, 14, 57, 60, 

62, 68, 71, 
76, 91, 95, 
133, 136, 
139, 140, 
200, 220, 
221, 222, 
223, 224, 
228, 235, 
237, 238, 
245, 254, 
257, 259, 
261, 262, 
264, 269, 
270, 273, 275

Unsinkable Molly Brown, The 160
Untamed Women 38

Valentino, Rudolph 136, 260
Valley of the Dolls 286
Valley of Vanishing Men, The 250
Vampires, Les 17, 199
Van Dyke, Truman 259
Vanishing Legion, The 237
Vanishing Shadow, The 244
Varsity Show 286
Veiled Mystery, The 24i
Velez, Lupe 142n
Vep, Irma 17
Victory Pictures 246
Vigilante, The 111
Vigilantes are Coming, The 195, 242
Vitagraph 14, 21
Walking Dead, The 60
Wallace, Edgar 203
Wallace, George 160
Walsh, George 259, 273
War of the Worlds (radio) 73, 182
Ward, Burt 281
Warde, Anthony 91
Warner Brothers 257, 259, 

270, 286
Wayne, Bruce 45
Wayne, John 138, 238, 264
Webb, Richard 249
Weird Tales 22n
Weiss Brothers 260
Weissmuller, Johnny 140-141, 142, 

144, 146, 148
Weissmuller, Johnny Jr. 141n
Weisz, Erich see Houdini, 

Harry
Welles, Orson 73, 181, 182
Wertham, Dr. Frederic 123
West, Adam 45, 48, 

51, 281
Western Union 21
Wever, Ned 106
WGN 207
Whale, James 260, 263
What Didn’t Happen to Mary? 17
What Happened to Mary? 14, 15
Wheeler, Irving 286
While the City Sleeps 21
Whispering Shadow, The 246, 247, 

255i
White Eagle 250
White Gorilla, The 242
White Pongo 242
White, Pearl 17, 267
Whiz Comics 117i, 117, 

119, 205
Who in the World? 60
Who Will Marry Mary? 14, 15
Wilcox, Robert 203
Wild Women 47
Williams, Clark 220
Williams, Guy 175
Williams, Kathlyn 21
Williams, Van 60
Williamson, Al 222
Wilson, Lewis 45, 46, 48
Wilson, Winslow see Windrow, 

Stellan S.

Windrow, Stellan S. 130-131
Winsor McCay, the Famous 
Cartoonist of the N.Y. Herald 
and His Moving Comics

219

With Stanley in Africa 259i, 259, 
273

Witney, William 109, 111, 
171, 193, 
204, 205, 288

Wizard of Oz, The 264n

Woman and the Law, The 17
Woman in Grey, A 21
Women in Prison 223
Wood, Edward D Jr. 247, 263
Woodbury, Joan 228
Wray, John 245
Wright, Mack V. 257
WXYZ 57, 189
Yager, Rick 91
Yates, Herbert J. 242
York, Jeff 227
You Are an Artist 60
You Were Never Lovelier 37
Zane, Billy 99
Zarkov, Dr. Hans 67, 71, 74
Zombies of the Stratosphere 160, 161i, 

162i, 164i, 
165, 209, 252

Zorro 10, 167-
177, 189

Zorro (TV) 175
Zorro Rides Again 168, 169i, 

176, 177i
Zorro’s Black Whip 172, 173i, 

175, 209
Zorro’s Fighting Legion 139, 170i, 

171i, 171, 
176i, 177i, 
264n

Steranko, Jim 81
Steve Canyon (comic strip) 227
Stevens, Dave 155
Stirling, Linda 172, 175, 

244, 269
Stockbridge, Grant see Page, 

Norvell W.
Stolen Harmony 221
Strand Magazine, The 14
Street & Smith 179, 181
Strickfaden, Kenneth 263
Strike It Rich 60
Striker, Fran 57, 189
Stunt Pilot 220
Superman 6, 31-43, 

45, 97, 117, 
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Wow! Talk about a page turner! I picked up a copy of Capes, 
Crooks & Cliffhangers thinking I’d thumb through it for a couple 
of minutes before my favorite TV show came on. Two hours 
later, when I finally put it down, I wasn’t even aware that I had 
missed my show. I was totally obsessed with a burning desire 
to read it again and again because there’s just no way to absorb 
all the excitement and wonder and stirrings of nostalgia that lie 
within its compelling covers. All the old serials you remember 
from childhood, all the ones you’ve read about, or heard about, 
or wanted to learn more about, are thrillingly depicted here 
in this amazing, brilliantly colored, beautifully designed and 
compellingly written treasure of a book. My hat’s off to John 
Petty and Grey Smith. Their collaboration has given us a literary 
and artistic feast—for the eye and the imagination—as we behold 
the colorful, unforgettable creations that have so heroically led 
us to the culture of today. Excelsior!

— Stan Lee 
	� Co-creator of Spider-Man, the Fantastic Four, 

the X‑Men, Iron Man, and the Hulk

This handsome volume pays tribute to the wonderful world 
of movie serials with special attention given to the superb 
reproduction of classic serial posters.

— David Chierichetti  
	� Author of Hollywood Costume Design and Edith Head: The 

Life and Times of Hollywood’s Celebrated Costume Designer; 
co‑author of The Movie Poster Book (with Steve Schapiro) and 
Mitchell Leisen: Hollywood Director (with Dorothy Lamour)

Without the Saturday matinee serials we wouldn’t have ‘Star 
Wars’ or ‘Indiana Jones.’ These wonderful films deserve to be 
remembered and celebrated, as they are in this welcome book.

— Leonard Maltin 
	� Film historian, critic, and author of Of Mice and Magic  

and Leonard Maltin’s Classic Movie Guide 

Upon opening Capes, Crooks & Cliffhangers, a huge smile 
wrapped itself across my face and stayed there until I turned 
the final page. Film buffs have revered Valley of the Cliffhangers 
as the masterpiece of this genre for years, but it will have to 
make room as this volume takes its place among the best. Over 
two thirds of the imagery in this volume wasn’t discovered till 
recently, and seeing the rarest and most interesting of these 
classic serial posters is like a visit to the Metropolitan—one’s eyes 
and brain soon become ‘numb’ with a wealth of information! 
This is a smart and perfectly designed book that will reignite 
everyone’s sense of wonder.

— Jerry Weist 
	� Author of The Comic Art Price Guide and Bradbury: An 

Illustrated Life—A Journey to Far Metaphor; co-author 
of 100 Greatest Comic Books (with Jim Steranko)

For decades, movie-going audiences thrilled to the adventures of their favorite heroes, as they watched these 
incorruptible champions of justice do battle with some of the vilest villains ever brought to the silver screen. 
These exciting serials, with a cliffhanger ending each weekly chapter, marked the first time that many of these 
iconic characters—such as Batman, Superman, Flash Gordon, Buck Rogers, The Phantom, The Shadow, The 
Lone Ranger, Zorro, and more—were brought to life in the movies, paving the way for the multi-million dollar 
superhero blockbusters of today.

Relive with us now those thrilling days of yesteryear, as Capes, Crooks & Cliffhangers: Heroic Serial Posters of the 
Golden Age explores those bone-chilling adventure serials based on heroes from comic books, radio, the pulps, 
and comic strips, generously illustrated with hundreds of images of rare and seldom-seen movie poster material. 
From the earliest days of cinema to the dawn of the television age, all your favorites are here, ready to thrill and 
excite you all over again!




